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Overcoming International Tensions 


Martin Hatt * 


The present world scene is characterized by the political 
factor of power polarization. World War II has destroyed 
or considerably reduced all but two of the great powers, 
The U. S. A. and the U. S. S. R. Out of the destruction of 
the empires of Germany and Japan, out of the reduction of 
nations like France and Italy to a minor status, and out of 
the acceleration of the process of disintegration of the 
British Empire great vacuums of political power have arisen, 
both in Europe and Asia. America and Russia, the two 
remaining giants are both trying to fill these vacuums. This 
fact represents the major threat of another and this time 
infinitely more destructive world conflict. 

This danger is tremendously intensified by the fact that 
in terms of political and social ideologies these two powers 
represent two philosophies of life which to many observers 
seem to be diametrically opposed to each other. Their con- 
cepts of “democracy”, of the relationship between the indi- 
vidual and the state, of social justice and economic responsi- 
bility differ widely. The frantic drive by both powers to 
line up on their side as many nations as possible as allies 
against a real or imagined threat of attack takes on the 
quality of a crusade. 

Each of the two powers thus creates its own “satellites” 
and tries to make them over in its own image. The U.S. A. 
with her superiority in weapons of mass destruction, notably 
the atom bomb, and of an industrial war potential unequalled 
as yet by any other nation, with a living standard so much 
higher than that in other parts of the world, ruled by a 
deadly combination of Wall Street and the Military, has 
_started out on the road to a new empire of her own. She 
takes over where Britain is forced to move out, not realizing 
that the era of empires has passed. As the one power whose 
privileged classes would have the most to lose by the kind 
of social change that is taking place all over the world, the 
U. §. A. once considered the “New World” has become the 
exponent of the Old World and the outstanding defender 


with other nations. A hysterical fear of change, guides the 
thinking and acting of official Washington and of an all too 
pliable press, and “Communism” becomes the over-all label 
for whatever changes in the political, social or economic 
sphere appear to threaten the status quo anywhere in the 
world. 

The Soviet Union, on the other hand, with a casualty list 
of 15 million as compared with America’s 250,000, with 
material losses to the tune of over 500 billion rubles, with 
1,710 cities and towns and 70,000 villages totally or partly 
destroyed, finds herself nevertheless in a position of far 
greater political influence in the world, than she ever enjoyed 
since the days of the Revolution in 1917. The fact that it 
was on Russian soil that Hitler’s cohorts suffered their first 
defeat, combined with the outstanding record of the Com- 
munist parties of Europe in the ranks of the various resis- 
tance movements has increased tremendously Russia’s pres- 
tige. Her firm stand for real equality of racial and national 
minorities and in favor of the struggle of the colonial and 
half-colonial peoples for independence has even more in- 
creased that prestige. The living example of her socialist 
economy in an era where economic planning in one form or 
another has been accepted as a necessity for the dislocated 
economies of Europe has further enhanced Russia’s ideologi- 
cal influence upon the western world. 

Yet, the Soviet Union too is obsessed by an overpowering 
fear, the fear of another attack by “foreign imperialists,” 
notably the United States. Open American interference in 
the affairs of countries as close to her borders as Turkey and 
Greece or in the Italian elections, the re-opening of war- 
time airbases in North Africa, the enclosure of Greenland 
in the western hemisphere defense set-up, the re-building of 
Japan and of the German war potential in the Ruhr—all 
these moves by the U. 8. A. only seem to justify this fear. 
Consequently Russia tries to surround herself with a belt 
of “friendly” governments in the countries of Hastern 


Europe, and her economic measures for the integration of 
the eastern block become as much a part of her defense 
system, as the Marshall Plan has become nothing but the — 
economic counterpart of the Truman Doctrine, our world- 
wide crusade to “contain” Communism. 

Between these two powerful poles every other nation on 
the globe is. drawn to one or the other. The constant fear 
of a showdown between America and Russia acts as the 
worst retarding factor against any real stabilization of the 
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with America and talk over the differences. Nothing has 
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of the status quo. Her alignment with kings and dictators in 
‘Europe, Asia and in the American hemisphere is only the 
logical consequence of this attitude. So are, as a domestic 
‘ecunterpart to this type of foreign policy the inroads on 
Gail liberties, the growing militarization of our civilian gov- 
ernment and the concentrated drive to rob labor of all its 
= in the last thirty years. So-called free enterprise and 
not a people’s democracy becomes the yardstick with which 
we measure the qualification of friend or foe in our relations 
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morally more isolated this country in the eyes of a war-weary 
world than Washington’s frantic attempts to immediately 
destroy any possible impression in world opinion, as if we 
had any real intention to end the cold war. 

What then, in the midst of these terrific international 
tensions are the potentialities for peace? What are the 
chances for the development of a new international relations 
which could give back to the world a feeling of security and 
free its imagination from the paralyzing prospect of inevit- 
able atomic and bacteriological annihilation? The United 
Nations, born of the dream of “one world” in the last phase 
ot World War II, remains, despite its weaknesses and im- 
perfections, the only hope for the achievement of an inter- 
national order through which aggression can be eventually 
stopped and the happiness and the progress of humanity 
be secured. It is undoubtedly true that so far the United 
Nations has only too often been used as nothing but a 
sounding board for the two protagonists in the struggle for 
world power. 

The United States, sure of a comfortable majority of 
votes, secured by the indiscriminate admission of all, even 
the most dictatorial of the Latin-American countries, has 
used this favorable position more than once to force through 
decisions for her own selfish interests. The Russian block, 
finding itself hopelessly outvoted at almost every occasion 
has reverted time and again to the use of the veto power 
as the only instrument left to block decisions which it con- 
sidered deterimental to its interests. But, it would be a 
grave and tragic mistake to draw from this state of affairs 
the conclusion that the United Nations are doomed, that 
nothing short of a drastic revision of the charter, even a 
completely new organization can bring us nearer to the goal 
of a world government where national sovereignties are 
superseded by an international authority to lay down the 
new international law. The abuse of the veto power is a 
symptom of the deterioration of international relations, not 
the cause of it. To abolish it now would mean an attempt 
to cure the fever of a patient suffering from acute appendi- 
citis rather than to go to the source of the sickness. Neither 
should we forget that it was not Russia, but the U. S. which 
insisted on putting the veto power in the charter and that 
during the debates in the U. S. Senate whether or not this 
country should join the U. N. The number one argument of 
the administration was that there was no danger for ‘our 
interests possible that could come from a United Nations 
decision, since there would be always the veto to protect us 
against any such decision. Supposing that we would find 
ourselves one day in a minority and as permanently out- 
voted as Russia finds herself now in the United Nations, 
there is no doubt that we would use the veto power as 
extensively as Russia has used it in the past. The ery for 
a drastie revision of the charter now sounds suspiciously 
like a mere devise to force the Soviet Union out of the U. N. 
It is obvious that such a step would make permanent the 
split of the world into two enemy camps feverishly arming 
for the inevitable showdown. 

To strengthen the United Nations, to make it a more effi- 
cient instrument for the preservation of world peace means 
first of all to create an atmosphere of trust and confidence 
between our country and Russia, the only two remaining 
_ powers in a position to start another war today if they 

_ should desire to do so. Obviously, the first step towards this 
end would be for these two powers to sit down together 
and talk over their differences. Yet, the only reaction of 
official Washington to Russia’s announcement of her willing- 
ness to do just that has been what Henry Wallace so aptly 
described as Washington’s “peace scare.” Our frantic 
denials of any intention on our part to open peace talks 
with the Soviet Union have made millions of Americans and 
many more millions in other lands wonder whether the Ameri- 
can Government is not already irrevocably committed to a 
program of a “preventive war.” 

It is sheer hypocrisy on our part to refuse direct peace 
talks with Russia now by hiding behind the United Nations, 
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the same United Nations which we have by-passed without 
any hesitation time and again whenever it seemed expedient 
to do so. 

We have by-passed the U. N. with the declaration of the 
Truman Doctrine and our open interference in Greece and 
Turkey when we did not even wait for the official report of 
a United Nations commission which had been sent with our 
approval to the northern border of Greece. 

We have by-passed the U. N. with the announcement of 
the Marshall Plan only a few weeks after we ourselves had 
voted for the establishment of a United Nations Economic 
Commission for Europe whose job would have been precisely 
what we now have taken upon ourselves. We have by-passed 
the U. N. with our interference in the Italian elections 
in complete ~disrezard for the official U. N. decision to 
internationalize ~Trieste, a decision in which we had been 
an official partner. We offered unilaterally the return of 
Trieste to De Gasperi’s government in order to strengthen 
his prestige before the elections. 


We have by-passed the U. N. when we reversed our stand » 


for partition of Palestine after we had forced a decision for 
partition upon the U. N. Neither was our second reversal, 
when we hastily recognized the State of Israel, dictated by 
an honest desire to correct our mistake, but by the sole con- 
sideration, that by so doing we might beat Russia to the 
punch. Whom do we propose to deceive now with our sudden 
pious declaration that we have to reject direct peace talks 
with Russia because this would constitute a by-passing of the 
United Nations? Actually the charter specifically prescribes 
the method of bi-lateral talks for the settlement of differences 
between two member nations as the first and most desirable 
method for the settling of differences. Only if such an 
attempt fails shall the U. N. concern itself with such differ- 
ences. In other words bi-lateral peace talks between this 
country and Russia at this moment, especially after the 
latter has declared her willingness to discuss existing differ- 
ences, would be entirely within the frame work of the U. N. 

Neither is a stricter adherence to the decisions of the U. N. 
in political questions the only way to strengthen its chances 
to develop eventually into something approximating the fune- 
tions of a world government. Much too little publicity has 
been given to the many constructive results in the work of 
the various functional organs of the U. N. where great pro- 
gress has been made in international co-operation. If ideo- 
logical differences can be overcome by patient and persistent 
work in cultural and economic areas there is no reason to 
assume that the same result cannot be achieved in the realm 
of polities. 

Certainly an immediate out-lawing of atomic and bacterio- 
logical weapons and a general reduction of armaments are 
among the first steps necessary. If the burden of the present 
gigantic war budgets could be lifted from the post-war 
economy of the nations, unheard of potentialities of peaceful 
use of the world’s resources will open up. If no outside aid is 
given to the warring factions in such countries as China and 
Greece the chance for an early peace will be enhanced, _ 

If free trade and free exchange of information together 
with free movement of the citizens of the various nations can 
be brought about, then people everywhere will be less sus- 
ceptible to the kind of propaganda which paints the foreigner 
as a sinister villain, because they have come to know people 
in foreign lands as their “Brothers Under the Skin.” If the 
tremendous job of economic rehabilitation of the war-torn 
areas of the world is taken over by an agency of the United 


Nations that gives aid on the basis of need instead of being 


administered by one or two of the great powers for the fur- 


thering of their own political ends, then a stable peace be- 


comes possible. 
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n¢ nations. Such a program does in. 
volve the recognition of the possibility of shart ses es 3 
various forms of government and ways of life in the same 


world, beeause it excludes on the other hand the drive “by 


The Meaning of Segregation 


Rosa Pack WeucH * 


Rosa Page Welch has sung her way to the hearts and con- 
sciences of multiplied thousands in America with the message 
for racial understanding and racial rights. Where argument 
has failed to convince the mind she has won.the heart to her 
cause for the complete emancipation of her people. Her 
courage, her patience, her faith, her forbearance of humilia- 
tions and indignities, and her undiscouraged determination 
im the struggle for civil, educational, social and economic 
rights for Negroes have given her a place amonq the leaders 
im this field. This article is a heart-to-heart message from one 
who has paid for the right to write it. 


AS A MEMBER of the colored race I know what segrega- 
tion is like; I know what it does to the segregated and to the 
segregator. If the white people responsible for segregation 
could be Negroes for a brief time—perhaps one experience 
would be sufficient—they would learn by heart the full mean- 
ing of such discrimination in its many and varied areas. 

I was invited this year by the president of the Southern 
Baptist Women’s Union (white) to serve as guest soloist for 
the Union’s annual convention held in Memphis. I accepted 
and anxiously anticipated such an opportunity. When I ar- 
rived in Memphis I was most cordially received by the execu- 
tive committee. At the opening session I was well received 
by all on the platform. As I sat there I observed the delegates 
seated according to states—Arkansas, Alabama, Georgia, 
Louisiana, my own Mississippi and others. I found myself 
wondering, “Is this really true?” There had been no mention 
of my racial background on the program but I sensed no 
feeling of resentment at my presence. I sang “The Lord’s 
Prayer” by Malotte. At the close there was warmth and I 
received many expressions of appreciation by delegates from 
all these states. 

I was invited to eat lunch in the room provided by the local 
churches. 

While I was backstage a little before the afternoon session 
a charming lady pulled up a chair next to me and began 
saying excitedly, “Mrs. Welch, I think I’ve never had a more 
difficult thing to do and I’m so sorry to have to do it.” 

I asked, “What has happened?” 

“T do not know how to tell you,” she said, ‘“‘We do not want 
to embarrass you.” 

“There isn’t anything anyone here can do to embarass me,” 
I interrupted. “I feel so sorry for people who hurt others 
purely because of race or color.” = 

She continued, “It isn’t any of the convention people. It’s 
the city government and a city ordinance. After you sang 


this morning the manager of the city auditorium told our 


president it was against the law for you, Mrs. Welch, to be 
in this auditorium.” 

“T marvel at the courage of you Christian women,” I re- 
plied. “I am not hurt. I admire you; we are all trying to be 
Christian.” : 

“We have not given up, however!” she said. “We have a 


conference with the management this afternoon. You will 


have to await our call.” : 

I told her that while they were in conference I would be in 
prayer for guidance. 

The woman changed the mind of the management. I sang 
as scheduled to that audience of more than 4,500. Never be- 


fore have I had a more glorious manifestation of answered 
prayer and never have people been more generous with ap- 


preciation. I thanked God for those Christians in the South 


who dare to adventure in the experience of real brotherhood. 
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_ Segregation comes close home to you when your own child 


| asks why he can’t play in the cool shady park, or swim in the 


+ Rosa Page Welch is a well known singer. Her article is 


reprinted from the Christian Hvangelist, 


municipal pool (which your taxes help maintain) or even 
swim in the ocean; why he has to walk to school in rain, mud 
or dust while white children ride past him in a bus; why his 
school building is dilapidated, poorly equipped, poorly heated, 
while the white children go to a large beautiful brick building, 
with a spacious playground adequately equipped. And then 
one day, which you knew would come and for which you have 
tried to have ready a satisfactory answer, the child comes 
home heartbroken because he has been called by one of the 
nicknames used to make him feel inferior, “nigger,” “darky” 
or “coon.” 

Something is wrong, it seems to me, with any intelligent 
Christian who says that such a way of life is satisfactory to 
both Negroes and whites or who attempts to justify such a 
system. Hither his motives are selfish, he is possessed with 
fear or frustration, or he has an inferiority complex. The 
Negro certainly is not contented or satisfied with segregation. 
True, there are those who pretend to be satisfied or who un- 
willingly submit to it, especially in the presence of white 
people, for it is their safest way out. I believe one of the 
reasons for their readiness to fight back and abuse even 
sympathetic white people, when they come North, is because 
of the pent-up emotion and resentment they were forced to 
hide while in the South. As Myrdal in his American Dilemma 
says, “The real problem is the saving of the Negro’s skin and 
the white man’s soul.” 

When I see doors and entrances marked “colored,” “white,” 
I find myself asking, “Why, oh why, does this need to con- 
tinue? Aren’t there enough courageous, right-thinking 
Christians to make this impossible? What about the ministers, 
the elders and members of the churches? Is this because it is 
the only way they have to make themselves feel they are 
better than someone else—superior ?” 

Whenever one has to humiliate another in order to appear 
superior, the very act is an indication of inferiority. He 
enslaves himself by his own selfishness and hatred. 


Double Effects of Segregation 


PEOPLE WHO ARE PREJUDICED, and segregation 
and discrimination are certainly the result of prejudice, are 
that way because they are “down on something they are not 
up on.” They have blind spots and they need to put on the 
spectacles of reason, understanding and Christian love. Yet 
as a segregated group Negroes have their own responsibility 
and opportunity of helping to build a Christian world by 
being so reasonable, so understanding and so genuine in our 
effort to follow the principles of Jesus that, even through us, 
those afflicted with prejudice may find the cure in Jesus and 
his example of love for all mankind regardless of race, color 
or religion. , 

Segregation is after all a reflection on the integrity of the 
majority group. Such statements as, “They don’t have the 
mental capacity or are incapable of learning,” while at the 
same time the doors of learning are closed to them; “They 
are untidy, diseased and uncouth,” while they are forced to 
live in the worst sections of city or town, in overcrowded 
buildings and tenements without sanitation, do not make sense. 
And yet in spite of these handicaps and with great sacrifice 
the Negro has proved himself capable and mentally alert when 
given equal opportunity with the whites to develop. ; alae 

It is true that there are individuals among Negroes who 
do not measure up to the highest standards. But there are 
also individuals among white people and other races who do 
not measure up to the highest standards, even though they 


_ have access to every opportunity and advantage. 


The system of segregation in many ways is downright ab- 
surd. For instance, in the South on some streamliners where 
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there is no separate coach for Negroes, curtains are drawn 
instead with big signs “white” on one side and “colored” on 
the other. But when the train arrives at the Kansas state 
line, the weary-looking conductor takes down the signs and 
pushes the draperies back to the wall. Then the same people, 
colored and white, continue the trip in the same car. Return- 
ing South, people who converse with you above the sectional 
line suddenly and mysteriously close up like clams or become 
as frigid as ice below the line. 

If a Negro gets a Pullman reservation through a white 
friend, he often finds, on arrival at the station, that his reser- 
vation is quickly changed from a lower berth in a regular 
Pullman ear to a roomette, a compartment or even a drawing 
room. He is given the most luxurious accommodations, for no 
extra pay, all in the name of segregation. 


Segregation in Benevolence 


LASTLY, SEGREGATION is miserably expensive. When 
Negroes protest segregation it is not because they want to 
have a home near a white person or sit at a table to eat 
beside him, for there is no particular virtue in that. They 
protest. because segregation means inferior accommodations; 
it means an effort to humiliate them and make them feel in- 
ferior. Segregation breeds fear and hatred on both sides. 

This brings me to what concerns my own Disciple brother- 
hood in particular. Our Crusade for a Christian World in- 
cludes in its program the establishment of benevolent homes 
for Negro children and the aged. No one is more grateful 
than I for this belated thoughtfulness of our needs. But if 
we are really and truly sincere about crusading for a Christian 
world I cannot agree with the idea of segregated institutions. 
Segregation in institutions of benevolence is too expensive, 
not only in money, but also in moral and spiritual virtue. To 
establish children’s homes, barring none on account of race 
or color, would be a marvelous investment. Children have 
no inborn prejudice and such a home would give them oppor- 
tunity to know and understand one another thereby relieving 
them of the added burden of hate and prejudice. 


Love in Bondage 


AMERICA WITH ITS BEAUTY, culture and extraordi- 
nary civilization is the kind of Ameriea it is because of the 
contributions made by all its varied nationalities and races. 
My people, despite their multiple handicaps, have contributed 
ir. no small way, not only in the field of music but in every 
other worth-while area where there has been opportunity for 
them. 

Would God that all races, colors and creeds were given full 
opportunity and freedom to develop and share their skills 
and abilities! What a much more wonderful, beautiful and 
happy America we would have! 

Several years ago a group of delegates from the World 
Youth Conference at Amsterdam were on a tour of our coun- 
try with Ruth Seabury. Miss Seabury very often had diffi- 
culty in finding for Mina Soga and herself places to eat, or 
kotels in which to stay. Miss Soga was black and wore western 
or American clothes. One day when they had gone from 
restaurant to restaurant to eat but were repeatedly refused 
because of Miss Soga’s color, Miss Soga said, “You know, 
Miss Seabury, you white people walk like a free people, you 
talk like a free people, you look like a free people, but you 
love in bondage' O that you were free to love!’ 


_ This sign appears ae the village church in a quaint 
Missouri town: "If absence makes the heart grow fonder, 
& lot of people must love this church". ; 
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Executive Secretary's Report 


This is a report of the first field trip taken by your Execu- 
tive Secretary since General Conference. Never have I 
found the climate more friendly and more responsive to the 
Federation’s basic purposes and current program. There was 
only genuine interest and real friendship manifest in the 
twenty-six Annual Conferences visited. 


Pre-General Conference Trips: March—met for the first time 
with the Ohio Conference MFSA Chapter, in connection with 
a speaking engagement at Ohio University. April 1—joined 
the Federation’s president, Bishop Robert N. Brooks at the 
Lexington Annual Conference in Cleveland, where concrete 
action was taken on behalf of the President’s Civil Rights 
program; large number of new memberships secured; Con- 
ference Chapter organized, with strong slate of officers; ac- 
ceptance as an immediate goal of all proposed Chapter 
Standards. April 5—with active Erie (Pa.) Conference 
Chapter; shared leadership in all-day program with Rev. 
Dr. Carl Soule of Methodist Commission on World Peace. 
April 7—Wyoming Annual Conference Federation luncheon 
meeting; Chapter strengthened; fine officers elected; expan- 
sion of membership and chapter activity planned. April 8— 
guest speaker for the Social Service Commission of the 
Northeast Ohio Social Service Commission, at an all-day 
meeting in Wooster. April J—New Hampshire Annual Con- 
ference in Concord—spoke briefly before entire Conference 
and then addressed Chapter banquet meeting, attended by 
largest crowd of lay and clerical delegates of any previous 
Conference MFSA meeting; officers elected; concrete social 
action taken. April 10—In Saratoga Springs, N. Y., spoke 
before Troy Conference as a whole, and had two helpful 
meetings with our Troy Chapter; officers elected; member- 
ship drive initiated; action taken. April 19—At Watertown, 
N. Y. in all-day meeting of Northern New York Conference 
MFSA Chapter; good discussion, fine social action taken, 
sound future plans made. April 20—At Madison, N. J., met 
with revived Newark Conference Chapter, which is now 
a going concern; officers elected; plans made for meeting at 
Annual Conference and for a Chapter Newsletter. 

During April, your secretary also addressed churches in 
Stillwater, New York, Leonia, New Jersey and Amityville, 
Long Island—and the Columbia University Christian 
Association. 

At each of these pre-General Conference engagements with 
Annual Conferences, strong action was taken on behalf of 
the Federation and its programmatic concerns, in connection 
with the then-impending General Conference. The happy 
impression gleaned from the two weeks at General Con- 
ference, has already been recorded in the special General 
Conference issue of the Bulletin. It was fine to share fellow- 
ship with the impressive number of active Federationists 
from all sections of the country among the General Con- 
ference delegates. : 

In the latter half of May, your secretary spoke on his 
impressions of General Conference at a meeting of our active 
New York City Chapter. Later in May, he addressed Fed- 
eration groups of four Annual Conferences: Philadelphia, 


‘ North Indiana, Ohio and New York. The first three he visited 


for the first time. At the Philadelphia and North Indiana 
meetings, new Conference Chapters were set up, officers 
elected, membership drives initiated and social action taken. 
In the Ohio MFSA meeting, new members were secured, 
officers elected, action taken and plans laid for future meet- 


ings and activities. The Ohio Chapter banquet was attended — 
by a large and responsive crowd. Opportunity was given — 
to address the Ohio Conference~as a whole—the response © 
was encouraging and was ‘followed by a rebuke from the 
floor directed towards the Scripps-Howard papers (partic- — 


ularly the one in Columbus) for their immoral misre 


of the Federation’s Kansas City meeting. A motion intro-_ 
duced by the Conference Commission on Social Service, and — 


(Continued on page 106) - 
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Editorial 


what is truth 


Theologically speaking (which we seldom are) one of the 
most curious observations to come out of the World Council 
of Churches meeting at Amsterdam last summer was Prof. 
Reinhold Niebuhr’s remark that Communism was more dan- 
gerous than Fascism because it contained more truth. This 
is a typical, tortured Niebuhrism, representative of the kind 
of Luce thinking Reiny has indulged in ever since the day 
he discovered that the wages of sin is a check from Life. 

This reminds us vaguely of something Toynbee said in 
“Civilization on Trial”: that Communism is a page torn from 
the book of Christianity and misread. And also of Mr. John 
Foster Dulles’ statement before the General Conference in 
Boston that Communism and Christianity sought the same 
ends. Communism seeks these ends by fair means or foul. 
Christianity, of course, seeks them only by such means as are 
sanctified by Christian ethic and current capitalist practice 
(atomie war, for instance) although historically it has used 
all the means it now professes to abhor when the Soviets use 
them. But let’s not talk about that. Toynbee, who knows that 
the Inquisition and the Crusades, as well as the burning of 
witches, are a part of contemporary Christian history, shows 
an awareness of the dimensions of the whole problem of truth 
and error which neither Niebuhr nor Dulles do. 


Is the truth so dangerous that even the little tiny bit of it 
that Niebuhr, Dulles, and Toynbee grudgingly grant to Com- 
munism constitutes a threat to that western, “Christian” 
civilization (the one that created and used the atomic bomb) 
and which, they allege, has a great deal more of it? And just 
how much of it does western civilization have, anyway? And 
just how little do the godless Soviets have? What are the 
dimensions, the proportions of truth? 

Prof. Hrmodka of the Prague theological faculty told the 
Amsterdam Conference, in reply to Mr. Dulles’ attack on the 
Menace In The East, that it was high time the West realized 
that it had no monopoly on truth, justice, and freedom. In 
the smug self praise and the allocation of all virtue to their 
own side of the Dulles and Niebuhr speeches at Amsterdam 
there was more than a trace of that blind Pharisaism which 
led Jesus to denounce the self-styled chosen people of His 
day as “kalsomined tombs” who would get into the Kingdom 
of Heaven only after the thieves, murderers and harlots had 
been admitted, if at all. 

The truth, of course, is that nobody has the truth. This is 
a secret which theologians, educators, scientists, politicians, 
bishops and corporation lawyers guard with their lives and 
deny from the housetops. The Amsterdam Conference broke 


through the veil for a minute to assert that neither Com- 


munism nor Capitalism had it, but when the American dele- 
getion heard about that there was hell to pay. The next day 
the conference announced shamefacedly that it hadn’t meant 
to say that all capitalism was bad but just laissez-faire capi- 
talism—of which there hasn’t been any since the early days 
of the industrial revolution. In other words, the capitalism 
that is is all right, and only the capitalism that ain’t is bad. 
This would seem to pull both the N.A.M. and Franco Spain 
safely inside the tent. 

Graham Greene, the English novelist, has written a very 
controversial book called “The Heart of the Matter”. At the 
conclusion of the book, after Major Scobie has committed 
suicide out of pity for both his wife and his mistress and has 
tried to arrange his diary so that it will look like death from 
a heart attack, the Major’s wife and the village priest are 
talking: 

Father Rank clapped the cover of the diary to and 
said, furiously, “For goodness sake, Mrs. Seobie, don’t 
imagine that you—or I—know a thing about God’s 
mercy.” : 
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SS heCGhunrchesaysests.csciee He 

“T know the Church says. The Church knows all the 
rules. But it doesn’t know what goes on in a single human 
heart.” 


And it is the human heart, the central abode of truth, 
where, according to Jesus, a man lives. What a tragedy, 
then, that this heart is terra incognita not only to the Church 
but to all the institutions of human society, all the bishops, 
all the theologians, all the corporation lawyers, all the edu- 
eators, all the scientists, all the delegates to Amsterdam, all 
the commissars and all the high brass of the MFSA as well 
as to you and to me. 

But the truth is here, somewhere, in our world, in our 
hearts. This pearl of great price—who will find it, who will 
show it to us? It is late. 

We need a new Reformation, a new ecclesia, a new priest- 
hood. Perhaps, beyond that, we need to begin all over again, 
back there with Pilate’s question. We seem to have picked 
up a lot of wrong answers somewhere. 

AR ahs 
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Are Methodists Average Americans ? 


Ropert Roy Wricut * 


Nothing is more of an hinderance to clear thinking upon 
the subject of economics, and social problems in general, 
than the uneonscious, almost automatic assumption that 
WE—whoever that “we may be—represent the average 
American. There is nothing sinister about this assumption; 
it merely illustrates the common human tendency to gen- 
eralize upon available experience. 

Unfortunately, available experience is often too narrow 
to form the basis of any valid generalization. Hence, 
knowledge has made its greatest strides as it has been able 
to eliminate this type of generalization, and has relied more 
fully on a statistical approach to its problems. It seems 
fair to say that until we have seen ourselves as a part of 
the general statistical distribution, we are in no position to 
pass critical judgment on economie and social matters. Every 
effort must be made to eliminate this “we-centered’”’ judg- 
ment, and to find a more valid basis for discussion. 

This is no more essential for the Church than for any 
organization; but neither is it any less essential. Indeed, 
John C. Bennett, in his chapter, “The Causes of Social Evil”, 
in CHRISTIAN FAITH AND THE COMMON LIFE, 
declares that many of the economic and social pronounce- 
ments of the Church would be of greater value if the Church 
would remain longer within the area of specific social facts. 
It is our fault to leap too quickly to theological doctrines, 
before any adequate analysis of the situation to which these 
doctrines apply has been made. 

It is therefore important for any Church to ask, “Who 
are we?”, before it Jaunches upon the seas of social con- 
troversy. Such a question, honestly answered, will dispel— 
or support—the notion that we may pass quickly from our 
experience to the experience of men in general. It will help 
the layman who is earnestly seeking light in this area. It 
will help the minister who is trying to provide leadership 
and insight in this area. 

To answer such a question for an institution as large and 
complex as The Methodist Church is difficult. On a national 
seale, it includes almost every stratum of society. No 
attempt to define it im terms of any rigid class system will 
ever work; it is too diverse for that. Nevertheless, some 
estimate can be made from data assembled in July, 1947, at 
an Intermediate Summer Camp conducted by the New York 
East Annual Conference of The Methodist Church. 

This data was collected in connection with a course which 
was intended to introduce young persons of intermediate age 
to contemporary social problems, and to indicate the interest 
of the Christian Church in these problems, as well as the 
basic position from which the Christian approaches such 
problems. Those attending the course may be presumed to 
represent a random sample of those attending the camp. 
Campers were assigned to classes without statement of pref- 
erence. The only selective factor was an attempt to see 
that all those from an individual Church did not crowd into 
the same course. There were twenty-four campers in the 
course. ; 

The following facts, as stated by the campers, were among 
the most significant for determining the economic status of 
the families represented : 


Namiber in bhe Lama y secs d-< dy. 15° s bie 5 
Does the family own an automobile? 
Celta SRO Oe coo LUM aE 19 
INO pees pe austere ee icheers( eros) ae, 20 05 cleus 5 
Does the family own a radio? 
EVO Fein. s oo neice 5's 0 oT Te 23 
NOM Mats 50 oR ARIES. oon atin ui 


* The Rev. Robert Roy Wright is pastor of the Methodist Church 
at Bethel, Conn. 
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Place of residence? 
Home 
Apartment 


DO bo 


0.0) 0 ew we 6 oe eleue © 16) \@ 8 ev le 


Ownership of residence? 
Own 


Personal attendance at movies? 
2 per. week 
1 per week 
1 every 2 weeks 
1 every 4 weeks 
1 every 8 weeks 


eee eer eer eer ees 


Vacation away from home? 
Yes 


eroiteite os lee 0¢  e mise) SJ e8) 0.616! sole a lene, 


é 0 el\mite (01 e.:6 (0) 6/6 Te5e.46,|6 (e)\6 6 6.0.0 18 616) 61.8 [6 


If it is a fair assumption that this sampling of Methodist 
intermediates at summer camp represents a reasonable cross- 
section of Methodist families in the area surrounding New 
York City, there emerges from this data the following picture 
of the socio-economic status of the typical Methodist family: 
consisting of a father, mother and three children, it resides 
in a private dwelling which it owns, has a radio and a ear. 
Its children of intermediate age attend the movies once 
each week. At least some members of the family enjoy an 
aunual vacation away from home. 

The standard of lving here represented may be easily 
checked against a recent, objective standard. In December, 
1947, the Bureau of Labor Statistics published a study 
entitled, THE CITY WORKER’S FAMILY BUDGET. 
Designed to establish neither a “subsistence” budget nor a 
“iuxury” budget, it attempted to describe and measure “a 
modest but adequate American standard of living”. 

A comparison will reveal that these Methodist families 
exceed this “modest but adequate American standard of liv- 
ing” in several important points. The Bureau’s budget pro- 
vides that the family dwelling be rented;. these Methodists 
overwhelmingly own their dwelling. The Bureau’s budget 
provides for a family vacation or visit to relatives every 3 or 
4 years; the majority of these Methodist families enjoy a 
family vacation annually. The Bureau’s budget allows the 
families intermediate children to attend the movies once in 
24% weeks; the majority of intermediates from these Metho- 
dist homes attend the movies weekly. 

The Bureau determined that in June, 1947, in New York 

City, an income of $3347 was required to maintain its “ade- 
quate Standard of living” for a family of four. Using this 
figure as 100, an income of 114.8, or $3815, was required to 
maintain this standard of living for a family of five—the size 
of the average family among these Methodists. 
_ There is no easy way of measuring exactly how much more 
Income is required to support this “Methodist standard of 
living” than was required to support the Bureau’s somewhat 
more modest standard. It seems likely, however, that these 
Methodist families must be at least in the $4000-$4500 income 
range to maintain the standard of living reported. 

It now becomes important to ask where this places these 
Methodist families in relation to the total distribution of 
family income in the United States. This is possible through 
the study, NATIONAL SURVEY OF LIQUID ASSET 


HOLDINGS, SPENDING, AND SAVING, made by the — 


United States Department of Agriculture, and released by 
the Federal Reserve Board, This Study revealed that, in 
1945, a family income of $4,450 placed that family among 
the top ten per cent of American families; or, that 90°, 
of American families received a lower income, and hence, a 
lower standard of living. 


(Continued on page 106) 


In the Image of Sullivan and Cromwell 


I. F. Stone * 


In the days before the Second World War, John Foster 
Dulles was content to be a humble worker in the vineyard 
of corporation law. About the middle of the war, he seems 
to have felt an urge to be numbered among the prophets. 
Ever since he has paraded as a Christian with a capital C, 
ostentatious in his piety, like those of whom Jesus said, “all 
their works they do for to be seen of men.” 

In the days before the Second World War, Dulles and his 
firm, Sullivan & Cromwell, numbered among their clients 
some of the leading German cartels Hitler used in his attempt 
at world conquest. I find no record of any speeches in those 
days by John Foster Dulles denouncing totalitarianism. He 
did not attack Nazi paganism nor reject retainers in protest 
against concentration camps. 

Certain aspects of the Dulles’ conversion seem odd, if 
coincidental. It was at the moment when the fortunes of 
war had turned definitely against the Axis that Dulles raised 
the slogan of “A Christian peace.’”’ He who had never risen 
to plead for the victims asked mercy in defeat for the 
oppressors. 


His Constant Dream 


The bipartisan foreign policy of which Dulles was an archi- 
tect is calculated to aid the return to power of the cartels he 
served as counsel. This time again (as in Goebbels’ day) the 
plea is that they are needed as arsenals of Europe against 
the Menace in the Kast. 

The Menace in the East is Dulles’ constant theme. His 
speech at the first World Council of Churches in Amsterdam 
made one feel that for Dulles Christ was a symbol to be 
drafted in the cold war. The speech was a smoothie, but its 
message was clear. 

The churches must expose the futility of war. But—“at 
times, war may have to be risked as the lesser of two evils.” 
The problem cannot be solved by “trying to crush Commun- 
ism by foree.” But “collective action” may be neecssary “at 
times—pursuant to the United Nations Charter.” 

Even as he spoke those early Christians, the editors of the 
Hearst and Seripps-Howard papers had seized their cue. The 
latter’s editorial juxtaposed “Christianity and Communism.” 
The Mirror, its eyes heavenward, discovered from the Dulles 
address that “our difficulties with Russia are not basically 
political or economic; they arise from the Marxian opposi- 
tion to the spiritual nature of man.” Thus room is made 
for the soul of man beside Miss Far Rockaway in tights. 
And the Prince of Peace is to be put through basic training 
again. 
eT hose who never heard a Park Avenue sermon might take 
the Amsterdam speech for the address of a liberal. The war- 
mongering is neatly packaged with pale pink ribbons. We 
must translate “faith into works.” Dulles was incautious 
only in citing examples. 


Mammon for a Client 


“Social security,” Dulles said, “has expanded rapidly— 
_ works of public utility have come to be owned or regulated 
_ in the general interest.” But Dulles was very much in oppo- 
sition when FDR was translating faith into old age pensions 
and the Public Utility Holding Company Act. And if Dulles 
has changed his mind since, why is he campaigning for a 
party which hopes to undo what FDR accomplished? For 
this I suggest as text Matthew VII: 15-16. ae 

His is the kind of cant which has robbed Christianity of 
vitality. I do not want to hear Dulles say at Amsterdam that 
man is created in the image of God. I want to hear him say 


_ * This is the eolaitive: I. F. Stone, Washington correspondent of 
the New York Star, for Aug. 27, 1948. Reprinted by permission. 
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it in Atlanta, Georgia, when one of those images, done in 
chareoal, has been strung up to a tree. I do not want to 
hear him deplore materialism as long as he devotes his life 
as a lawyer to defending the rights of a few to monopolize 
its blessings. The man who keeps Mammon for a client 
shouldn’t talk so much about God. 

If Jesus had been as this man, he would not have struck 
out on the path of sorrow. He would have opened a law 
office in Jerusalem, catering to the wealthiest of the Pharisees. 
He would have spread calumny ever so meekly about the 
gentiles, preaching only peace of course, except for those 
occasions when war becomes the lesser evil. 


MOVIE OF THE MONTH 


"Grapes of Wrath", starring Henry Fonda, Jane Dar- 
well, and John Carradine. Directed by John Ford. Seen 
at the ‘Alden Theatre, New York. 


This is a re-issue of the film based on the Steinbeck 
book which first appeared twelve years ago. For pic- 
torial beauty and poignancy it is unmatched among cur- 
rent films. Hollywood couldn't make a forthright social 
document like this today. "Grapes of Wrath" reminds 
us, in the midst of prosperity and hysteria, that there 
was a day not so long ago when we were hungry, and 
poor, and tolerant. 


If you missed this when it first appeared, by all means 
see it now. If you saw it then, see it again—and remem- 
ber. Jane Darwell's performance as Ma Joad is 
wonderful. 


MEANS TO A LARGER END 


Our denominations are apparently going to be with 
us for some time to come. Instead of holding them up 
to ridicule and abuse, let us make the most of them, 
dedicating them to the great Christian principles and 
program which we as disciples of Christ have in common. 
May our denominations never become ends in themselves, 
rather the means to a much larger and better kind of 
federated Christian service reaching out all over the 
world.—From HOW WE GOT OUR DENOMINATIONS, 
by Stanley I. Stuber. (Association Press, 1948). 


4. National 
News 
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Behind the Headlines 


In the three months since this Bulletin suspended for the 
summer the pace of our progress toward war has been 
checked somewhat by two developments. Heonomic necessity 
has made a little break in the wall being built between Hast 
and West Europe and the dangers of the Berlin situation, on 
top of pressures from democratic political -and religious 
forces, have brought about the Moscow talks. 

On the economic front a trickle of ERP funds has gone 
into Eastern Europe to purchase necessities for some Western 
nations. Some trade deals between individual nations have 
been ranged across the wall of partition. The demand for the 
extension of this necessary procedure increases on both sides. 
Some diplomats are expressing confidence that the need for 
exchange of raw materials and goods will re-establish the 
economic relations broken by the acceptance and rejection of 
the “Marshall Plan.” 

At the last session of the U. N. Economie and Social Coun- 
cil the Soviet Union, at Polish instigation, proposed that the 
Economie Commission for Europe be instructed to promote 
trade and economic relations among all European countries 
to liberate Western Europe ,from one-sided dependence on 
the United States. The specifications were: To develop agri- 
culture, particularly in Eastern Europe, by means of credit 
and supplies of machinery to farmers. To encourage national 
industries, particularly heavy industry, and protect them 
from abnormal competition from United States goods. To 
gear Europe’s recovery so that the living standards of the 
masses would rise and they would be protected against the 
unemployment brought about by the Marshall Plan. 

The proposal also required that U. S. assistance to Europe 
be granted only within the U. N. framework, without political 
or other strings, and that Marshall aid should not be used to 
hinder one European country from trading with another. 
This move was strongly opposed by Great Britain, the United 
States, New Zealand, Chile and Venezuela, and the British 
delegate tried to get it disposed of by an immediate vote. It 
is however, still on the agenda and is reported to be gaining 
in favor. 


If allowed to operate through the U. N., under the conscious 


direction of mutual need, economic necessity would undermine 
the artificial economic barriers now erected in Europe as a 
result of our attempt to reconstruct its economy outside the 
U. N., in the pattern of our type of capitalism and for the 
profit and power of its financial hierarchy. Whatever it was 
im the beginning, ERP is now a part of the strategy of the 
cold war. It is an instrument of economic warfare and a 
means to extend the power of our big business and high fi- 
nance over the economy of Europe. (See evidence in the 
June Bulletin.) : 

In presenting the above described plan Dr. Arutinian, the 
Soviet spokesman, indicated that it was the initial proposal 
of the Soviet bloc for working out concrete economic arrange- 


ments between the capitalist and socialist sections of the _ 


world. He said: “We must accept the fact that there are two 
different economic systems in the world and we must try to 
find a system of cooperation between them.” Not long ago 
this was the language and the policy of our nation. It is 
still the policy advocated by progressive Protestantism. But 
_ our government, under the direction of the high priests of 


mic war. This attempt to substitute foree and economic 
or the mutual aid by which alone the economic nec- 
odern man can be met spells in the end its own 
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forees will also suffer the 


mon, has substituted for this the policy of political and — 


rotestantism see this in — 
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incitement to the other. There is no reasonable hope of avoid- 
ing another world war unless our attempt to reestablish the 
profit economy in Europe can be replaced by a mutual aid 
economy operating within the United Nations. _ 

The same considerations, will determine what gains for the 
avoidance of war come out of the Moscow talks on Germany. 
The crux of that vital issue is not Beilin but our establish- 
ment of a separate Western Germany. The columnist Walter 
Lippman, &s anti-Soviet as the State Department, warns that 
if we insist on that we can get only an armed truce. Also 
that in the end we cannot maintain our position because there 
is not enough support for it in Germany and not enough 
military power can be assembled on our side to hold it. For 
him our Western Germany venture is bad strategy in the cold 
war which he supports. 

The deeper reason for its final failure lies in the nature of 
the cold war of which it is a part. Behind all the talk about 
a bastion of the free world are the cold facts of the military 
need to control the industrial potential of Western Germany 
for the preventive war, and the economic need for this con- 
trol of those cartellists whose to whom “containing commun- 
ism” means expanding their type of capitalism. On this 
basis no agreement can be worked out between the capitalist 
and the socialist sectors of the world economy. 

On both counts we come up against more than the Soviet 
state. This summer, obscured here by the news of the Re- 
publican convention, the foreign ministers of the Eastern 
European bloc, meeting at Warsaw, issued a declaration on 
the German crisis. They listed five issues which should be 
settled without delay. (1) Action to complete the de-militari- 
zation of Germany. (2) Announcement of a definte time limit 
by all four powers for the control of heavy industry in the 
Ruhr. (3) A four-power agreement on a provisional govern- 
ment for all Germany. (4) Conclusion of a peace treaty 
with Germany and withdrawal of all occupation forces within 
one year. (5) Action to insure German payment of repara- 
tions. 

Here is certainly basis for discussion and implementation 
for those whose purpose is to find ways of adjustment be- 


ee 


tween the capitalist and socialist sectors of the world. For — 


those whose policy is war, defeat and surrender, no basis for — 


discussion can be found. Everything offered is a trick of the 


enemy. What those who support our bi-partisan foreign — 


policy as a way to avoid the war which they know is no 


solution for the problem of communism have to ask them- — 


selves is: How ean the struggle between two economic systems 
which has always begotten a series of wars be peacefully 
settled by the use of the war method in polities and economies? 

Against the surface developments that check somewhat the 
trend toward war there must be put the strengthening of the 
underlying forces that make for that catastrophe. vA 

First and foremost of these is the increase in our war 


preparation. Added to the astronomical expenditures is the 


progress during the summer in standardization of weapons 
and plans with Canada and Great Britain. Congress has ac- 
cepted the principle of military aid to Western Europe under 
certain conditions so this standardization may be expecte 
expand. As mechanization of weapons increases and becom 
more complex costs mount higher and higher. Thus the D 
partment of Defense becomes a big business in its 07 

and is appropriately directed, with powerful influer 
policies, by a member of our financial hierarchy. 
spells an enlarged economic interest in war. 

of our economy devoted to war production be 

this interest, running from jobs to profits, 

more and more conscious and 
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former African colonies. South Africa goes fascist anti-Negro 
and the British Tory old guard talks of Africa as a new 
field for the expansion of empire. In Indo-China, France has 
lost 53,300 officers and men, after three years of fighting 
with up to date American weapons, and the native republic 
now controls 95% of the country and announces it will not 
recognize any agreements signed by puppet ministers with 
any foreign power. In Holland Dutch labor and liberals 
make angry protest against the killing of thousands of Indo- 
nesian civilians by air attack and bayonetting. The British 
have sent home troops to Malaya to support 12,000 mercenary 
Gurkhas in suppressing an uprising caused by their presence, 
the withdrawal of the promised constitution for independence, 
and the unbearable labor conditions in the tin and rubber in- 
dustries which are a vital part of Britain’s depleted invest- 
ment empire. Our Navy newspaper Saipanorama announces 
land for sale in some Pacifie Islands under our trusteeship 
“for commercial agriculture” with wage ceilings fixed by local 
authorities at 5¢ to 7e a day for farm labor and 9e to 1114e 
for unskilled labor. “Westward the course of empire takes 
its way!” 

These developments are covered up from most of our citi- 
zens by the increasing stream of anti-Soviet propaganda 
poured forth from our press and, radio stations. The more 
difficulties our foreign policy runs into the more virulent 
becomes the denunciation of the Soviet Union as the sole 
threat to peace, and of communism as the cause of all the ills 
the post-war world is heir to. This one-sided portrayal and 
interpretation of events, added to our enlarging vested interest 
in war preparations, is creating the war mind faster than the 
will to peace is being developed. In our villages and towns 
more voices are heard calling for our air fleet to lay waste 
the Soviet cities and our land forces to finish the job of 
eliminating the communist menace. In our metropolitan cities 
fewer voices are heard in opposition to the policy and pro- 
gram of the cold war. 


Here lies the crucial challenge to the religious forces that 
seek a warless world. Why have their declaration that war 
is not inevitable, and their statements concerning the way to 
escape it, failed to check the forces that are creating the war 
mind? ; 


A part of the answer lies in the fact that they themselves 
have contributed something to the forces they are trying to 
stop by failing to analyse, and declare judgment on, the whole 
of the situation confronting us. Where is there any official 
Protestant statement on peace that deals with the policies 
and practices of our government as it does with those of the 
Soviet Union? That discusses the ethics of capitalism in 
relation to the threat of the atomic-bacteriological war as it 
does those of communism? That expounds the anti-religious 
elements in the moral philosophy of capitalism as it does those 
of Marxo-Leninism? 

The consequence of these silences is that millions of re- 
ligious minded people are coming more and more under the 
influence of the propaganda that portrays the Soviet Union 
as the irredeemable embodiment of all evil, and communism 
as a creed without a conscience. When the average ehurch 
going headline reader, conditioned by this interpretation since 
our declaration of the cold war, sees at breakfast that the 
Lambeth Conference has declared communism the enemy of 
religion, and then his eye catches the sentence “In some cir- 
cumstances war is the lesser of two evils”, how much resistance 
has he left to the doctrine of the inevitability of war? And 
the program and preparations for the preventive war? 


Since the dependence of institutional religion upon the 
existing order makes it unlikely that this dangerous situation 


- will be officially changed, the responsibility for making an 


teat ia  eliallaaeitilee eel 


analysis and evaluation of both capitalism and communism, 


of the passing and the rising order in all its forms, falls the 


heavier upon unofficial groupings like ours. This is as it 
was at the end of another historic epoch when Christianity 
was born. . 

H. F. W. 
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In Your Papers? 


In July announcement was made that the great industrial 
and commercial areas of Western Germany will be thrown 
onen to investment by foreign interests as soon as arrange- 
ments could be worked out between the American and British 
authorities. Soon after it was announced that $300 millions 
of ERP funds had been set apart to guarantee American 
investments abroad. 


Shipments to Europe under ERP are to carry the slogan 
“From the liberty loving people of America to the liberty 
loving people of Europe.” That was July. August said “Hun- 
dreds of thousands of workers demonstrated throughout the 
American Zone of the State of Hesse today in a double 
barrelled protest against high prices and failure of the U. S. 
Military Government to approve a socialistic measure passed 
by the State Parliament three months ago.” Later Vienna 
reported match factories closing down because of shipment 
of American matches under ERP. Similar reports come from 
France and Belgium. 


A “Beaver Brigade” of 75 Canadian youth worked this 
summer in Czechslovakia helping to rebuild Lidice. The 
Commander reports: “The most obvious thing to all the 
Canadians was that the newspaper talk we had heard in 
Canada about the terror and oppression in Czechoslovakia 
was just so much hot air. Everywhere the workers and the 
people were open in their enthusiasm for their new form of 
society which is building towards socialism. Many of the 
people made a special point of telling how things have im- 
proved since the historic February events.” 


The London Economist described our summer spy investiga- 
tion as “a congressional attempt to divert attention from 
economics to spy thrillers. Communists are safer game than 
rising prices. They make better headlines.” The Toronto 
Globe and Mail, Canada’s New York Times, said editorially: 
“The Washington procedure of trial by politicians and news- 
papers seems as ‘un-American’ as anything the Committee is 
investigating. Canada’s own spy scare in 1946 was bad 
enough. It was marked by flagrant breaches of the rights 
guaranteed by Magna Charta and the common law. Yet it 
was not quite the indiscriminate witch hunt being conducted 
in Washington.” And again: “If the day should come when 
a man may be arrested and arraigned for being a Communist 
on information supplied by any disgruntled citizen and com- 
mitted to jail after examination by any bigoted inquisitor, 
we shall have resurrected an ugly terror which we had 
thought buried since the day when witches could be burned.” 
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Executive Secretary's Report 
(Continued from page 100) 


unanimously passed in this largest of Methodism’s Annual 
Conferences, follows: 

“The Methodist Federation for Social Action 
We commend the work of the Methodist Federation for Social 
Action (unofficial) . . . and earnestly ask that both lay and 
clerical members be given a chance to support its program.” 
May 28—Met with New York Conference Chapter—concrete 
social action taken; membership expansion plans made. May 
29—the presiding bishop gave your secretary opportunity to 
address the New York Annual Conference as a whole— 
friendly, encouraging response. 

In June, your secretary began an intensive field trip visit- 
ing Annual Conferences and Federation chapters, including: 
June 2—Chicago Chapter meeting, action against Mundt- 
Nixon Bill, for Taft-Ellender-Wagner Act, against draft leg- 
islation then pending in Congress; June 3—Nebraska Con- 
ference Chapter meeting at the seat of the Conference, offi- 
cers elected, membership drive begun; June 5—Dakota Con- 
ference Social Action banquet, including membership re- 
eruiting, followed by Chapter business meeting; June 8—At 
seat of North Dakota Annual Conference organized a Con- 
ference MFSA Chapter for the first time, recruited mem- 
berships, elected officers, accepted chapter Standards as im- 
mediate goal, action on current social issues; June 9—Mid- 
year meeting of Northwest Iowa Conference Chapter at Fort 
Dodge, Iowa, half-day devoted to discussion and action on vital 
issues; June 10—Chapter banquet at seat of Illinois Confer- 
ence, action taken; plans made for chapter-building, officers 
elected ; June 11—At Iowa-Des Moines Annual Conference and 
MFSA banquet—overflow crowd for splendid meeting, many 
new memberships secured, action taken, officers elected. 
June 12—Unable to keep engagement with our Wyoming 
State Conference Chapter because of bad flying weather. 
Our Chapter, under the leadership of Brother J. Clyde 
Keegan, went ahead with its meeting with Bishop Hammaker 
speaking. June 16—Attended uniting session of the new 
Minnesota Conference (combining old Minnesota and North 
Minnesota Conferences.) Bishop Cushman gave opportunity 
to address the whole Conference which gave warm response. 
A fine scheduled meeting of our two Minnesota Chapters was 
held, organizing into one Conference Chapter, sure to be 
a Standard one (having at least 100 members) that night. 
A long and restful week-end in St. Paul, as guest of Ham- 
line University, included only one preaching engagement in 
Minneapolis on Sunday. June 17—Met with Detroit Con- 
ference Chapter in luncheon and afternoon session, longest 
(and therefore most satisfying) meeting of this trip—with 
full diseussion of current social problems and formulation of 
effective program. Action was taken on virtually all issues 
of social import then pending in Washington. June 18— 
visited Indiana Annual Conference for first time and was 
introduced to entire Conference. In the evening, by the 
specific and unanimous invitation of the Conference Board 
of Lay Activities, met with interested laymen and clergy- 
men for specific purpose of organizing an Indiana Conference 
Federation Chapter. This ‘was done, officers elected, chapter 
Standards accepted as an immediate goal, memberships re- 
cruited, concrete action taken. To my knowledge, this was 
the first time a Conference Chapter had been organized un- 
der the initiative of the officially organized laymen of a 
Conference—a most heartening sign. June 20—met with our 
active Colorado Conference Chapter and preached at Grace 


Community Church that morning. June 23—invited by the 


presiding bishop, Bishop Brashares, to address the last ses- 
sion of the Upper Iowa Annual Conference. (The next 
session will be the uniting Conference with the Northwest 
Iowa Conference.) Met with gratifying response. Chap- 
ter meeting held at luncheon, officers elected, plans laid for 
chapter expansion. Bishop Brashares was to speak at an 
additional meeting of the Chapter during the Annual Con- 
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ference. June 25—first visit to Northeast Ohio Annual 
Conference, under the auspices of the unusually fine Social 
Service Commission. Bishop Lester Smith graciously pre- 
sented your secretary to the Conference for a message deal- 
ing with Federation emphases. The response was heartening. 
At a meeting that afternoon, a Northeast Ohio Conference 
MFSA was organized after full discussion by members and 
non-members of the Federation as to whether an unofficial 
Federation.fellowship was needed in view of the splendid 
Social Service Commission. The clinching arguments were 
given by a layman who had not before known of the 
Federation and had decided to join. The vote to organize 
the chapter was unanimous, officers elected, membership 
recruiting plans made and action taken. June 25—Was 
introduced to the Rock River Conference by Bishop Magee, 
my first visit to this Conference so important in Federation 
history. Addressed a well-attended interracial MFSA meet- 
ing: officers elected; social action taken; new memberships 
secured. June 26—last engagement of June field trip. 
Bishop Hughes graciously gave opportunity to address the 
West Wisconsin Annual Conference. A fine luncheon meet- 
ing was held, concrete action taken to build the chapter, 
social issues acted upon. 

Legislative issues most frequently dealt with by our chap- 
ters on this trip were the Mundt-Nixon Bill proposed by 
the House Un-American Activities Committee, and the 
Draft. Bill (which Congress unfortunately passed before 
the month’s end). Our chapters and Federation leaders 
played a significant role in securing official Annual Con- 
ference legislation on such social issues, especially on the 
draft bill. 

At summer’s end, your secretary had a delightful week 
and fellowship with New Hampshire friends lecturing at 
the historic Hedding Camp Meeting and Young People’s 
Institute in Hedding, N. H. It was encouraging to discover 
completely favorable response to an expression of the Fed- 
eration outlook in the fields. of race relations, labor and 
economics and international relations. 

The above field visits have been an inspiration to your 
executive secretary. It is apparent that there is now a 
climate for significant Federation growth and expansion 
and for the spreading and strengthening of our message 
and program. 


J. R. M. 


Are Methodists Average Americans? 


(Continued from page 102) 


This would indicate that the average Methodist family is 
in no sense of the word an average American family, so far 
as its income, and the standard of living which it enjoys, is 
concerned. It is, indeed, an exceedingly a-typical family 
when all the families in America are considered, surpassing 
nearly 90% of all these families in the standard of living 
it enjoys. 

The implications of this situation are profound. It requires 
real spiritual exercise before the average Methodist family 
can understand the life of nine-tenths of America’s families: 
their economic fears and anxieties, their desire for security, 
their feeling that they have no real roots in the communit 
at large. : 

Such a discovery places a heavy burden of responsibility 
upon The Methodist Church. It must seek to help its mem- 
bership understand the vast majority of American families, 
and it must ceaselessly study and work if it hopes to serve — 
nine-tenths of the community in which it lives. - yl Se 

If it is objected that: such a sampling of Methodism is 
not adequate, there is still an important implication for the | 
life of the Church: the cost of its Summer Camp progr 
makes that program highly selective, and by that fact eli 
inates the “average” or “typical” Methodist youth fr 
participating in one of the most significant educatio 
activities of his Church. ee 
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Social Issues in 
The General Welfare 


THE PASSPORT DIVISION of the United States De- 
partment of State refused permission in August to American 
youth delegates to attend the International Conference of 
Working Youth. The conference convened in Warsaw, 
Poland, on August 8 and was sponsored by the World Fed- 
eration of Democratic Youth, representing 40,000,000 young 
people from 62 countries. 

Inquiring about the reason for the denial of passports, 
representatives of the group were told that “The State 
Department considers the International Conference of Work- 
ing Youth against the interests of the United States at this 
time.” 

The Passport Division of the State Department also dis- 
tinguished itself last summer by refusing to permit Dr. Hew- 
lett Johnson, Dean of Canterbury, to lecture in this country. 
And it was the Passport Division which informed a Congres- 
sional sub-committee that “hundreds” of Red “spies”? were 
being brought into this country through the United Nations, 
a charge which was immediately denied by Secretary of 
State Marshall. 


The World Church 


DETERMINED TO DEAL REALISTICALLY with the 
nation’s post-war problems, the “Church and the World” 
movement in Dutch Protestantism has begun sending into 
secular organizations and industries, as leaders, the first 
graduates of a two-years’ preparatory course in Christian 
community guidance. 

The institute in which training is given was established 
soon after the end of the war, largely to deal with difficulties 
growing out of the war experience. Some of the young grad- 
uates are heading youth organizations, some are giving in- 
struction in primary schools, and others have become active 
in trade unions and industrial plants. 

One young woman is at work in an industrial center. In 
this plant there are many girls who have just left school 
in rural towns and have been lured to a large city by high 
wages. These girls are considered adults, but in fact they 
are poorly prepared to adapt themselves to the rush of mass 
production and to city life, and have been in danger of moral 
breakdown. The young graduate is working beside these girls 
and helping them find satisfying social interests. 

The youthful leaders have behind them the technical knowl- 
edge of a skilled fact-finding commission. Throughout their 

efforts, stress is placed, not on negative admonition, but on 
practical and positive help. 


International Relations 


“T AM NOW ENJOYING THE GARDEN OF EDEN,”’ 
said an American recently come to Madrid, “where no ser- 
pents dally and few apples are to be had. After the freedom 

of our wanton land, it is great to reach a spot where only 
the pure may speak or write, where those who would destroy 
the bases of our society are gently dissuaded. The pictures 
in the Prado are nice, too.” > 
It is a fact that after ten years of Franco’s rule, Spain is a 
comfortable place to live in—if you have plenty of money. 
In the shops there is everything one could want; but the cost 
of living has risen out of all proportion to wages. There is 
price control, but so little food is distributed as. official ra- 
‘tions that everyone has to resort to some black market 
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to pay 15 per cent of their earnings; but the benefits are 


business. There is social security, under which workers have 


problematical. The professions are so badly paid that middle © 
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class people all seem to work at some second job in their 
spare time. 

There is strong discontent, but nobody wants a civil war 
to cure it. There are few Communists; the Spanish exile 
government wanes in appeal; the pretensions of Don Juan 
are more serious, but the workers are not for monarchy. 
Prisons are less crowded than they were—a sign of reduced 
opposition. Jail conditions have improved, save for poor 
prisoners with no nearby relatives; others can buy food from 
outside daily and receive twice-weekly visits. 

Franco’s most vulnerable point is the economic situation. 
Transport is in a wretched state; tracks have become so 
dangerous that many trains run at reduced speed, even on 
main lines. Electricity supply has grown better, but much 
industrial machinery is badly worn and new plants are unable 
to start because they cannot import the necessary equiniaent. 
Ivertilizers are desperately short. The army fares best with 
special rations; officers can move army trucks from plentiful 
to scarce areas, where black market prices are high and the 
rake-off lucrative. 


ONE OF THE METHODS being used by the U. S. oceu- 
pation forces to reduce venereal disease is to give plaques, 
with appropriate ceremonies, to units which fail to show any 
new case of the infection in a 90-day period. D Troop of the 
6th Squadron in Coburg was recently cited for this achieve- 
ment, and at Schwabach the 53rd Constabulary Squadron won 
the 6th Regimental plaque for a number of accomplishments, 
among them “V.D.” control. The 583rd Ordnance Ammuni- 
tion Company, operating the Oberdachstettds Explosive De- 
pot, for completing the 90-day period without a new “V. D.” 
case, won a day’s holiday from duty. 


MORE THAN 50 NATIONS sent representatives to the 
American Road Builders’ Convention recently held in a 
Mid-West metropolis, where they saw on display new tech- 
niques, and giant machinery valued at $20,000,000. 

A feature of the gathering was the presentation of the 
Pan American Highway Award for distinguished service to 
international highways and friendship. This year those hon- 
ored were Dr. Clovis Pestana, Brazilian Communications 
Minister, and William Harrison Furlong of San Antonio, 
Texas, Director of the Inter-American Highway Association. 

Dr. Alberto Lleras, Secretary General of the Organization 
of American States, struck a popular keynote when he de- 
clared that the “political, social and economic stability of the 
hemisphere ... . will be strengthened by technical advances 
in roadbuilding.” Latin America, he said, looks to roads 
rather than trains and planes as the best means of linking 
together the American republics. 


3. Editorials 
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Labor Concern 
MADURA, SOUTH INDIA.—This large cotton mill cen- 


ter is the home of a workman’s family colony which is unique 
for this part of India and one of the few in the whole sub- 
continent. Perhaps paternalistically, but nevertheless humane- 
ly, the biggest spinning mill has moved families from thatched 
mud houses, on narrow dusty streets with open sewer-canals, 
to 604 permanent cottages on an open plot outside of town. 
A special train takes workers to their jobs. 

Inspirer of the project is Sir James Doak, mill manager, 
who was moved by religious principles to improve the living 
conditions of his workers. Today there are 870 male and 430 
female workers, supporting 2,376 dependents. Average 
weekly pay is $12, a typical Indian wage. “Rent” is only 
$1.20 a month; workers get ownership after 13 years. A 
co-op provides supplies. Disease has been markedly reduced. 

MORE THAN HALF the American people want price 
control and rationing in order to keep prices down. 

That fact was announced on the radio recently by—of all 
people—the National Association of Manufacturers! The 
N.A.M., sounding a little embarrassed, said “an impartial 
public opinion poll” showed 56% of the people favor price 
control. 

N.A.M.’s radio spokesman hastened to add that N.A.M.— 
with 17,000 corporation members—doesn’t agree with the 
nearly 79,000,000 people whom the poll shows in favor of 
strong anti-inflation measures. 


The Cooperative Movement 


THE STORY OF PERRENOUD ASSOCIATION, INC., 
of Denver, a housing cooperative recently organized under 
Colorado co-operative law, will interest co-operators. © 

Its membership includes some of the hardest boiled enemies 
of cooperatives; some are reported contributors to the Na- 
tional Tax Equality Association in its Colorado guises. One 
member, for instance, is Frank Jamison, publicity chief of 
the Colorado Public Service Company, which has no love for 
public power or the farmers’ RE A’s. 

The Perrenoud was built about 1901 and at that time was 
among the finest apartment dwellings in the land. Its ample 
quarters have lofty ceilings and fireplaces. Recently its owner, 
Elmer Hartner, sold the building to the National Farmers 
Union Life Association in Denver, which wanted it to house 
Farmers Union business activities. The tenants were given 
notice. 

But they did not want to move. They didn’t want the build- 
ing sold to another landlord. They wanted to become their 
own landlord. So the Perrenoud Association, Inc., was formed 
under the leadership of one of its members, Lieutenant Gen- 
eral Henry L. Larson, retired Marine Corps officer. War- 
wick Downing, lawyer and oil man, became president. 

The articles provide that each present tenant has a per- 
petual lease on his or her apartment. The rents are to be 
fixed each year, at an amount sufficient to take care of ex- 
penses and provide a reserve fund. 

The association is, of course, nonprofit, which means that if 
tke reserve becomes larger than necessary, it will be cut back 
to the tenants as a patronage refund—without payment of 
corporation income tax, 

Even one of the tenants remarked in wry humor: “These 
guys think cooperation is a terrible thing for the other fel- 
low; but when it fits their own plans, it’s all right.” 

The Farmers Union bought the building for $175,000 and 
sold it back for $185,000, despite reports that the desperate 
tenants would go as high as $240,000. 


Of 351 anti-slavery petitions presented to the English 
Parliament against slavery and the slave trade by 22 non- 
conformist groups, including Roman Catholics, 229, or 
two thirds, were sent by Methodists. Social action let- 
ters and petitions are not a new thing in Methodism! 


_ lowing statement : 


_ closely related to the ideals and organization of the United 
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Gederation Activities and Reports 


The NORTH DAKOTA CONFERENCE has never had 
a chapter of the Federation. A number of previous at- 
tempts to organize met with failure. But largely due to 
the efforts*of the Rev. Paul Hayes, Pastor of the Church 
at Bismarck and the timely visit of Jack McMichael the 
impossible was accomplished at Wahpeton on June 8, the 
night before the official opening of the annual conference. 

It was a most interesting meeting. Rev. Hayes presided 
as temporary chairman and introduced Mr. MeMichael who 
spoke on the history and purpose of the Federation. He 
also touched on certain burning public issues such as the 
draft, the Mundt-Nixon Bill, ete. and pointed out how a 
local chapter can help to direct public opinion and in a real 
sense become the conscience of the church. 

Following his very stimulating address the feasibility of 
a chapter was discussed. It was decided that a chapter could 
be and must be set up at once without delay. Rev. George 
Finlay, a former chaplain with strong social convictions 
and superb ability, was chosen president. Rev. Paul Hayes, 
Pastor at Bismarch and former missionary to China, was 
chosen Vice-president, and Arthur Munk, associate profes- 
sor of religion at Wesley College, secretary-treasurer. 

Eight members were signed up immediately. Next fol- 
lowed a discussion of projects. Two major projects were 
decided upon. First, means of strengthening the chapter 
through new members. To accomplish this the conference 
journal was used to single out those ministers who might be 
interested. The names were divided up among the members 
to be contacted. The second major project is that of leaven- 
ing the thinking of the conference, through aiding the com- 
mittee on World Peace and Social Action in drawing up 
resolutions and in bringing in special speakers on world 
peace and other related subjects. At the suggestion of Mr. 
McMichael letters were also sent to Senators Langer and 
oe urging them to oppose the draft and the Mundt-Nixon 

ill. 


The IDAHO ANNUAL CONFERENCE met at Nampa, 
Idaho, on June 5 and adopted the following resolution sub- 
mitted by its Social Action Commission: 

Whereas there have been recent movements to intimidate ~ 
persons expressing liberal social and political viewpoints, and 
whereas there are now before the U. S. Congress bills to — 
make certain political parties illegal, and whereas freedom of 
thought and of speech are a part of the American democratic 
tradition and of the Christian tradition; ; 

Be it resolved that we affirm our belief in the freedom of 
the preaching and teaching ministry to give expression to pro- 
phetic interpretations of social problems; 

Be it resolved that we express ourselves as favoring freedom — 
of all groups to express political opinions or to hold member- _ 
ship in political organizations of their choice, and that we op- 
pose legislation endangering such rights; be it resolved that we 
recognize the right of government to demand loyalty of its 
employees, but that we deplore investigative tactics which 
huve the apparent purpose of besmirching the names of those - 
investigated, without the traditional rights of trial by jury. 

The Conference also went on record as supporting the 
President’s Civil Rights program. 

The DETROIT CONFERENCE CHAPTER met at the 
time of Annual Conference on June 17 and adopted the fol- 


1. Having received within our fellowship in recent years 
Christian brethren from Fr Sis ae epee we are especially © 
sensitive to the plight of displaced persons. We rejoice that 
Congress is drafting legislation in their behalf and urge the — 
cooperation of Methodist church in the settlement of these 
people in our communities. ee 

2. We believe that American foreign policy should be more — 
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Nations. Relief assistance should be extended to both former 
friends and former enemies. Our trust should be in the vital 
and fully implemented Christian faith rather than in atomic 
bombs, an expanded air force, and compulsory peacetime mili- 
tary training. 

3. We support the Taft-Ellender-Wagner housing bill, and 
urge that the House of Representatives approve it immedi- 
ately in substantially the same form as the Senate has adopted 
it, providing federal aid to public housing. 

_4. We express our intense concern about. the coming na- 
tional elections and urge every church to study the issues 
involved in records and platforms. This is a time in world 
history when conscientious participation in’ voting is manda- 
tery upon every Christian. 

5. We commend to every Methodist the report of the 
President’s Commission on Civil Rights and endorse its rec- 
ommendations “to secure these rights.” 

6. We not only recommend that every minister in the 
Detroit Conference belong to the Methodist Federation for 
Social Action, but also that he periodically explain to his 
people the program and purpose of this unofficial organ- 
ization. 

7. We recommend the organization of a Social Education 
and Action Committee in the local church to coordinate and 
implement the social interests already provided for in the 
various departments of the church. 

The NEW JERSEY CONFERENCE Commission on 
World Peace and Social Justice, meeting in May, sent a com- 
munication to the House of Representatives protesting against 
further appropriation of funds to the Committee on Un- 
American Activities, which is chaired by a Methodist layman 
residing within the bounds of the conference, J. Parnell 
Thomas. 


The OHIO CONFERENCE Commission on Social Service 

presented the following recommendations to the conference, 
which were adopted unanimously: 
I. Civil Liberties: The genius of democracy is in the civil 
liberties granted to the individual. Faced, as we are, with 
the threat of totalitarian powers and the consequent necessity 
of speedy governmental action, there is a constant danger of 
the violation of basic liberties guaranteed by our democratic 
constitution. 

The President’s Civil Rights Program is a program of social 
legislation that deserves the support of united Christiandom. 
Our record of lynchings, the refusal to grant the right of 
franchise to minority groups, our unfair employment prac- 
tices and discriminations within our courts and within the 
armed forces have no place in a democracy that is fighting for 
its life. 

While it is the duty of the government to safeguard the 
tenets of democracy, we agree with the Council of Bishops of 
our Church in protesting the dismissal of governmental em- 
ployees “without informing them of the charges against them 
and without giving them the opportunity of facing their ac- 
eusers. Such methods are not calculated to secure a high 
_ type of public servant and are a violation of fundamental 
- eonstitutional guarantees.” ; : 

We deplore the instances of violence displayed in many 
communities against minority groups exercising the rights of 
free speech and assemblage. Democracy would indicate that 
all bona-fide candidates for public office should be given a 
respectful hearing and any effort to humiliate or intimidate 
such candidates is not only Un-Christian but Un-American. 

To quote the Episcopal Address, “The totalitarian has con- 
-quered when the defender of democracy discards the civil 
_ liberties that are the essence of democracy. The Chureh is 
particularly concerned because the freedom of the pulpit is 
‘involved. Dictatorships destroy democracy, decapitate oppo- 
sition, and demand conformity. Freedom of press, speech, 
assemblage and pulpit, won after a 1,000 year struggle for 
political liberty, are lost when dictatorship _supplants 
_ democracy.” 
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eparation of Church and State: While all the evidence 
at ng the implications of the Supreme Court decision in 
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the Champaign Case is not in, the general opinion is that 
communities may carry on the program of week-day religious 
education through released time provided all classes are held 
outside of public school buildings and all teachers are paid 
from private funds. We have properly resented Roman 
Catholic control of public school funds because it is a viola- 
tion of the principle of separation of Church and State by 
Protestants, representing the major religious group of 
America, must just as carefully refrain from violating the 
same principle. 

In view of the recent law providing federal aid for public 
education we may expect greater efforts on the part of the 
Roman Catholic Church to control public funds for parochial 
schools, particularly in Roman Catholic dominated states. 
Protestants should be vigilant in the denunciation of any 
financial support extended by the government, state or na- 
tional, on behalf of religious groups, either Roman Catholic 
OR Protestant. 

We believe the practice of the President in appointing a 
personal ambassador to the Vatican should be discontinued. 
We furthermore urge each Methodist Church to observe 
Reformation day and stress the importance of religious free- 
dom in American Protestantism. 

III. The Church and Race: Segregation is a form of dis- 
crimination which is not consistent with the principles of 
Christianity and is a constant threat to realistic democracy. 
If the democratic way of life is to win, those whom we seek 
to influence for Christ must see more evidence of Christianity 
than the slogan “In God we trust” inscribed on our coins. If 
men are to be brought into the family of God it will be 
through the efforts of Christian people to practice the princi- 
ples of brotherhood in their daily lives. Brotherhood does 
not begin when we subscribe to some verbal creed. It begins 
in our actions and attitudes in the Main Street of our com- 
munities. As long as the Church accepts segregation as the 
final solution of the race question it will fall short of the New 
Testament concept of the Church as the body of Christ whose 
members are bound together by the love of God which em- 
braces all of His children everywhere. We hold that the true 
Christian pattern of action is the ideal set forth in the words 
of a recent pronouncement of the Federal Council of 
Churches, namely, “a non-segregated church in a non-segre- 
gated society.’ Our Methodist Church must continue to 
insist that in our hospitals, colleges, and other institutions 
the principles of non-segregation must prevail. 

IV. The Methodist Federation for Social Action: We com- 
mend the work of the Methodist Federation for Social Action 
(Unofficial) under the leadership of the Rev. J. R. MeMichael 
and earnestly ask that both lay and clerical members be given 
a chance to support its program. 

We recommend that the social creed be read in our 
churches on Labor Sunday and that both Labor Sunday and 
Brotherhood day be observed with appropriate messages. 

/ Gaston Foote, Chairman, 
Clarence P. Miller, Sec.-Treas. 


The Federation Mailbag 


WOLTMAN’S RECORD 
Athens, Ohio 
Dear Rev. McMichael: 
As I have followed the work of Frederick Woltman to a 

certain extent, I was not surprised at the information found in 
the letter of Clyde R. Miller, whom I have known for some time. 
I was shocked, as I am sure were many others, when I learned of 
the award of the Pulitzer prize to Woltman, for certainly his 
record is anything but an admirable one. 

Sincerely yours, 

George Starr Lasher 

Director, School of Journalism, 

Ohio University 


PROUD 
New York, N. Y. 
Dear Alson Smith: 

I have just read from cover to cover the Social Questions 
Bulletin for June, 1948, and I think it is simply superb. I 
was so pleased to see so much space devoted to the quadrennial 
conference at Boston and to note that in spite of the tendency 
to have the big evening programs starred by those who appear 
to be propagandizing for World War III, the conference none- 
theless took a strong stand for peace, for the prevention of 
prejudice, for the prevention of hysterias that explode into war. 

Reading this particular issue of the Bulletin makes one proud 
to be a member of the Federation and proud to be a Methodist. 

Cordially yours, 
Clyde R. Miller 


FAREWELL TO A CHRISTIAN FRIEND 


c New York, N.Y. 
Dear Mr. McMichael: 

During my stay in the United States, it has certainly been a 
great pleasure for me to have made your acquaintance. I was 
deeply impressed by your Kansas City conference. Your work 
in the church is a very important one, and I wish you all success 
in your worthy effort. China needs a friend like you, and it is 
through friends like you that our two peoples can continue 
to be friends in building a new, better world. I am now on my 
way back to China. This letter is to say good-bye to you: I 
hope that I shall have the pleasure of hearing from you often 
after my return to China. With best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

: Feng Yu-hsiang- 
Ep. Notr—Our good friend General Feng died on the return 
trip to China, he and his daughter being victims of a fire which 


swept the Russian ship on which they were traveling late in 
August. 


AVID READER 


Canton, N. Y. 
Gentlemen: 


I read your Social Questions Bulletin avidly each month, and _ 


as a non-Methodist wish to recommend it highly and make a 
suggestion or two. First, let me preface my remarks by saying 
that I have become a one man Gideon Society in disseminating 
the word that the SQB is one of the finest social action sheets 
in the nation. This info, of course, is being shoveled into the 
unsuspecting ear passages of prospective and practising Metho- 
dist clergymen. At present these unsuspicious culprits regard 


Time, Life and the Reader’s Digest as the height of culture, — 


and regard social action as the beneficent shaking of the hand 
of each person in the community, thus engendering an aura 
of 5s activity, which in turn is supposed to create a great 

thetized ecclesiastical institution. 
asant six Sundays I ever did spend were 
M.E. churches in the vicinity. After 
he First Cong: 1 

home. 


_ Caughlan has made for himself a place, if not financially pro 


_ the road to a Police State. 
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His stellar social action consists of his being President of the 
local Kiwanis, a position he had long coveted in his 5 year 
ministry. I seem to stand for (what the people stand for is 
another matter—double pun—) the message of the Bulletin. 
This esteemed colleague appears to be ‘ag’in’? my social message, 
and has fearlessly, since it befits any good Kiwanis President to 
so label anything Progressive, denounced me and yelled red, 
communist and atheist’? in my direction in stentorian tones. 
I don’t know whether he is still praying for me (He informed 
his flock and my herd both that I required much prayer for my 
ultimate salvation—to what and from what he never did men- 
tion—), but I do think that he’s old enough now to be told 
the facts of life. Probably his mother never did have a knee 
strong enough for such a job. 

I never did mean to write the above note. I only wanted 
to enclose 25¢ to receive Dr. Miller’s new booklet, ‘‘ Propaganda 
—How and Why It Works.’’ I intend in the fall to conduct 
a course in Propaganda Analysis, and to use as my own basic 
text ‘‘The Fine Art of Propaganda,’’ published in 1939 by 
the Institute for Propaganda Analysis. I imagine that the 
forthcoming booklet will come in mighty handy. 

I would suggest that you have more lead articles, like Steele’s, 
Ward’s, ete. I enjoy the minor notes at the bottom of the 
unfilled pages. They brighten the pages immeasurably. More 
‘‘Behind the Headlines.’’? Tell us what’s really happening. 
I read the (Methodist) denominational notes in other clip 
sheets. Why not minimize something like that, and have more 
opinion about current social action, more current analysis. 

Have had my say. Best wishes for your continued good work. 
Please don’t give up, and don’t give way an inch. There aren’t 
too many of us left. ; 

Sincerely, 
David J. Hayeman 


GUILT BY ASSOCIATION 


Seattle, Wash. 
My Dear Rev. McMichael: 


John Caughlan, a young Seattle attorney, who has deliberately 
chosen his career as a Civil Rights Advocate and who has 
restricted his legal practice to the under-privileged, minority 
and racial groups and individuals in this section, has been made 
the target by the Washington Un-American Committee in a 
threat to discredit every legitimate progressive movement in © 
this state. 


Mr. Caughlan testified that he was not and never had been 
a Communist or a member of the Communist Party. We choose 
to believe him rather than accept the vague implications or 
conclusions of certain nondescript stooges whose testimony is ~ 
based on incidents alleged to have occurred ten to twelve years 
ago and upon whose testimony it is hoped to establish the new 
crime in American jurisprudence of ‘‘Guilt by Association’’. 
We have personally heard this testimony and are in full agree- 
ment with those who class it as highly prejudiced and completely — 
unconvineing and irresponsible. a 

By serving as the third member of the Washington State Social — 
Security Committee, serving with Governor Walgren and the Di- — 
rector of Institutions in that capacity, and as counsel for a num- 
ber of leading A. F. of L. and C. I. O. unions; and representing 
also the National Negro Congress in this area and attorney for 
the Washington State Pension Union and allied groups, and as 
advisor to the foreign born and those seeking naturalization, John 


able, in other ways highly essential to this community. If he 
be convicted and fined $5,000.00, jailed for five years and fo: 
barred from the practice of law, as sought in this indictment 
certain effects will be a weakening of the Civil Rights Pr 
of our whole legal structure and our further advancement. a 


This is the case and the whole case against. Joh 
brought surreptitiously and by subterfuge in an 
of a petitioner for naturalization. Our apology - 
letter is not so much to defend the character a 
fine, clean young man who 

mae ee 
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GENEROUS SHARING 
Nashville, Tenn. 
Dear Dr. Smith: 

Thanks a thousand to you for publishing Dr. Barnett’s & Rabbi 
Mark’s letter. It brought a generous sharing in our misfortune 
and the letters accompanying made all I have ever done or en- 
dured in the battle for social justice a holy joy. We could not 
have accepted charity in a world with so much hunger but when 
it was presented as a sharing that seemed so undeniably an ex- 
emplification of brotherhood and the good neighborliness of the 
Christian teaching that we could with sincere gratitude and no 
thought of being the recipients of charity. 

I rejoice over the great victory of MFSA in the great Boston 
conference. It did more for the Methodist church than ever for 
the Federation. Every summer for many years I taught in 
southern Methodist ministerial summer schools—and in their re- 
ligious education local schools in our vicinity—and found always 
that your men were more socially minded than any other. Of 
course, as you might guess, when the bitter attacks ou the S. Conf. 
for Human Welfare increased my invitations largely ceased. It 
was the old story of a few being able to veto the desires of leaders 
in the interests of unanimity and the ‘‘peace of the church’’. 

Your Bulletin is rich reading. 


Sincerely, 
Alva W. Taylor 


RESOLUTION ON PALESTINE 


Berkeley, Cal. 
Dear Jack: 

As you know, I have spent some four years in Palestine between 
1920 and 1936 and one of my chief interests has been the study 
of its history and culture in ancient and modern times. I may 
add that the international and undenominational connections and 
the scientific purposes of the American School of Oriental Re- 
search, as well as my position as its director for two years and 
a half, gave me unusual opportunities for close acquaintance 
with all classes of people, Britons, Jews, and Arabs, Protestants, 
Catholics, and Moslems, from the High Commissioner and Grand 
Mufti to peasant. You also are well aware of my deep interest 
in the MFSA. 

Therefore the ‘‘ Resolution on Palestine’’ in the April Bulletin 
came to me as a sickening surprise. 

The first paragraph is not so much mendacious as ridiculous. 
Anyone who touches the Palestine problem ought to have known 
that the original mandate covered 6,000 (not 60,000) sq. m., 
between the Jordan and the sea and roughly between Beersheba 
and Dan. To that 6,000 sq. m., at the earnest solicitation of the 
Zionists, some 4,000 sq. m. of steppe and desert, lying in the 
triangle that runs down to Aqaba, were later added. Actually 
the proposed partition gives Zionism nearly all of the best 
land, which was formerly inhabited by the Canaanites, the Philis- 
tines, and the Greeks, and reserves for the Arab population only 
the rough mountain country which was the original home of the 
Hebrews. I had thought at first that the figure, 60,000, was a 
typographical error, but the paragraph has little cogency if the 
true figure be read, and the addition of the Beersheba section be 
overlooked. The paragraph convicts the framer of the resolution 
of gross ignorance. 2 ; 

The second paragraph can be accurately characterized as highly 

-mendacious, or, more charitably, as highly misleading. Its seur- 
rilous attack upon the ‘‘British’’ and the ‘‘Arabs’’ is hardly 
in the Christian tradition. It suppresses the fact that the Arabs’ 
campaign to save themselves from death or deportation began 

only after the present administration in Washington, by extreme 
pressure upon certain smaller nations, forced through a reluctant 
Assembly the measure approving partition. Had_ the MFSA 
Administrative Committee never heard that the U. 8. delegation 

did so under orders from the President at the solicitation of 

ex-Gov. Lehman and other New York democrats, who hoped 
thereby to secure the Jewish vote? For purely party purposes 
they forced an unjust and an unworkable decision affecting *.ter- 

national relations with Great Britain and all the Moslem world 

_ from Moroceo to Malaya, and opening a most welcome door to 

Soviet intrigue. Seldom has the United States fallen so low! 

~ And the Committee approved that kind of action! As it appears 
to me, they also have fallen.. ee 

Paragraph two makes wild charges against the Arabs. It 
does not refer to the assassination of Lord Moyne and the long 
series of Zionist attacks upon British troops, including the 

‘plowing up of the King David Hotel and other senstless acts of 

terrorism which killed and injured large numbers of innocent 
civilians. It does not mention the two hundred bodies. of men 

‘women and children found in the cisterns of Arab Deir Yasin 
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only a few weeks ago, according to newspaper reports which I 
have never seen contradicted. It does not mention bombs sent 
by Zionists through the mails to British officials and military 
personnel. A little searching through the papers would multiply 
such acts of senseless vengeance. 

The resolution overlooks the fact that since 1918 the Zionists, 
who have been the aggressors in Palestine, were protected by the 
British administration until the latter found it necessary to put 
a curb on immigration in order to save Zionism from strangling 
itself and in order to carry out the provisions of the Balfour 
Declaration which promised protection of rights to non-Jewish 
inhabitants of Palestine. Surely no objectively minded person 
can claim that Zionism has any legal or moral claim to Palestine. 
(Or would the Committee advocate giving California back to 
Mexico, which has a much more recent claim?) Surely 1500 
years is enough time to invalidate a much better claim than 
Judaism can propose. Since Zionism is largely irreligious, if not 
antireligious, and in no small part atheistic and Communist (of 
the Soviet type), religion plays no part in their claim. 

The most surprising thing of all is that an organization which 
proclaims its allegiance to Christian principles of human brother- 
hood and democracy, and especially international friendship, 
should sponsor a movement which represents a more pronounced 
racialism and a narrower and more chauvinistic nationalism than 
even Fascism and Nazism. There are many moderate Zionists 
who are not nationalists, but the leading group is satisfied with 
nothing but a nation, for Jews only. Logically, then, all Zionists 
should be sent to Palestine. The plea for the use of Palestine 
as a refuge for the oppressed and displaced is a specious blind. 
It might have served as such if Zionists had been willing to make 
reasonable terms with the Arabs. But they can be satisfied only 
with complete control and the expulsion of the present popula- 
tion, as they have repeately said. 

Had the Committee never heard of the American Council for 
Judaism, which repudiates Zionism, or seen its very convincing 
literature, including especially Rabbi Elmer Berger’s The Jewish 
Dilemma? Or George Antonius’ The Arab Awakening? THave 
they considered the arguments of the Institute of Arab Ameri- 
can Affairs or listened to Khalil Totah, Ph.D. (Columbia), its 
Exec. Director, a Quaker? New York has also the Committee for 
Justice and Peace in the Holy Land, with Dr. Virginia C. 
Gildersleve as Chairman, and a distinguished Board of directors, 
including Henry Sloan Coffin, Harry Emerson Fosdick, and John 
A. Wilson. 

Much more might be said. There is an abundance of literature 
on the subject, even Jewish literature, which is less fanatical than 
the Committee’s resolution. 

Yours sincerely, 
C. C. MeCown 


ZIONIST IMPERIALISM? 


Winter Park, Fla. 
Dear Friends: 

Twenty-five years complete agreement with an organization to 
which one belongs is a good record. So far as I can recall until 
recently you and I have not disagreed on a single thing of the 
slightest importance in your (our) program. Now, however, 
there is a matter on which I must speak in protest, the question 
of Palestine. Perhaps I should have done so sooner, but one does 
not like to be in opposition to liberals who are his friends. 

It would be necessary to write at great length to make an ade- 
quate statement. I will do so if you wish. Meanwhile I write 
briefly. 

Palestine is the ancient home of the people who live in the 
country. Some years ago they consented, with far greater liber- 
ality than the people of the United States have shown, to admit 
large numbers of Jews from Europe and elsewhere. (Had we 
admitted as many in proportion, our Jewish population would 
now be around 23,000,000.) Those Zionists then proclaimed 
their plan either to take over all Palestine by becoming the 
majority folk, or by getting partition. Hither would be against 
the will of the majority of the inhabitants. 

If such a program were directed against the United States, we 
should denounce it as unblushing, naked imperialism. Location 
in Palestine does not change the nature of the act. 

It was imperialism for Britain to make a plan for Palestine 
against the wish of the majority of its people. It is imperialism 
for the United Nations to try to do so. 

Investigation will show you that almost without exception 
American, Christian teachers who have long lived in Palestine 
and other regions of the Levant, are opposed to partition. 

I commend to your attention a folder which briefly presents 
a constructive plan for treating the current situation. It has 
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the support of distinguished Christians, Jews and Arabs of both 
Christian and Moslem faith. 

Do not confuse the question of Palestine with that of displaced 
persons. Zionists have sought to get immigrants to Palestine 
from the United States! It is a shoddy argument that says, 
‘<Congress will not admit many displaced Jews, therefore they 
must go to Palestine!’’ So because we will not be reasonably 
generous, our poverty stricken neighbor must give over his home 
to the needy! What an argument for Christians! 

The United States is big enough and has enough resources to 
enable it to admit all the Jewish refugees in the world. That 
would not be necessary, however. A number of other nations are 
ready to do their part. 

But, it is said, the Jews want to go to Palestine. That is as 
irrelevent as the fact that I might like to go to England to live, 
but for reasons of its own Parliament is not permitting free 
immigration. 

The Jews are a denomination, not a nation. There is no more 
reason for a Jewish nation than for a Lutheran or a Baptist state. 

A century and a half ago the French constituent assembly well 
stated the problem, ‘‘To the individual Jews, everything. To 
the Jews as a people, nothing.’’ Assimilation was working 
toward adjustment till Herzl started his Zionist idea. That was 
not in response to a great urge of the people. Herzl himself said, 
‘*T hounded the people into Zionism.’’ 

Much more might be written, but all can be summed up in four 
lines: 

Self sacrifice is noble, fine, 

What Christian can refuse 

To give to poor and homeless Jews 
The Arabs’ Palestine! 


With boundless enthusiasm for what you (we) have been doing 
for social justice, particularly in the last few years, but with 
firm opposition to imperialism in any form, I remain, 

Faithfully yours, 
Edwin L. Clarke 
Florida Voters League 


SPLENDID MEMORIAL 
Oil City, Pa. 
Dear Sir: 

Almost two years ago Helen Grace Murray, who had been 
Secretary of the M.F.S.S8. for a couple of years, died. Some of 
her friends decided to publish a book in her memory. It contains 
some of her published articles and poems, and Dr. Ward wrote 
the preface for it. It came off the press about a month ago. 

A good many people wished to buy it but the persons who 
financed it did not care to sell it. Instead we inserted a slip 
reminding those who received the book that Miss Murray was 
interested in several causes to which she was a constant. contribu- 
tor. And, if they cared to send a contribution it would be for- 
warded to the organization specified. 

The Methodist Federation for Social Action was one of the 
organizations named and I am enclosing two contributions which 
I have received so far. There will probably be more and I will 
send them as they come, 

Very sincerely yours, 
Eva Gillespie 


Share Your Christmas 


The World Christmas Festival is now on the march in 
its fourth year. The American boys and girls, their teachers 
and friends, have already sent nearly one million W. C. F. 
presents to children overseas. These beautifully wrapped 
gifts were distributed without discrimination at the World 
Christmas Festival, celebrated simultaneously on December 
15th in fourteen war-torn countries. 

The size and value of the gifts is not important, but they 
are real Christmas presents. The gifts can be earmarked for 
one of the European countries. Without such earmarking 
the parcels go to a country where the need is greatest. Pack 
in one box gifts only for one country, and write the name 
of that country on the outside of the box. 

Send ten cents for each pound of parcel weight to the 
World Christmas Festival, sponsored by Church World 
Service, 214 Hast 21st Street, New York 10, New York, to 
help defray crating and shipping costs. (Write for 1948 
leaflet for further information.) ; 

2 ‘ 


Social Questions Bulletin 


Books and Pamphlets 


Power, MACHINES, AND PLENTY, by Gloria Waldron and J. 
Frederic Dewhurst, is Pamphlet No, 142 in the series of 
popular, factual, 20-cent pamphlets issued by the Public 
Affairs. Committee, Inc., nonprofit, educational organization 
at 22 East 38th Street, New York 16, N. Y. 


Machinery and investment, rather than efficiency of labor and 
management, are the most crucial factors in increasing American 
productivity, according to the current Public Affairs Pamphlet, 
POWER, MACHINES, AND PLENTY. 

‘The skill of- individual workers is important but less so than 
the tools he has to work with,’’ Gloria Waldron and J. Frederic 
Dewhurst declare in the pamphlet, which is based on a Twentieth 
Century Fund study, ‘‘New and better machinery spells out 
greater productivity . .. Heavy investment is as important as 
inventive genius to our economic system.’’ 

‘¢Productivity makes real strides only in a dynamic, expand- 
ing economy where investors are willing to risk their capital on 
new discoveries and inventions,’’ the authors assert. 

We still do not know fully, they point out, ‘‘what stimulates 
the inventiveness and daring that result in new technological dis- 
coveries,’’ or ‘‘what makes a man willing to risk capital in a 
new industry.’’ 

Among the more tangible obstacles to increased productivity 
the authors list industrial strife, monopolies, high tariffs, and 
the unpredictability of the business cycle. Somehow we shall 
‘“thave to learn to prevent the excesses of booms that lead to 
collapse’’ if we are to have the continued increases in produc- 
tivity such as have characterized our development in the past 
century, the authors declare. 

America’s amazing gains in productivity during the past cen- 
tury are attributed to the ‘‘most lavish use of energy the world 
has ever seen.’’ Through the unparalleled use of mineral energy 
we now produce twenty-nine times more goods and services than 
we did a century ago with only five and a half times as much 
human effort. 

‘‘The main sources of work energy have completely shifted in _ 
one short century,’’ the authors point out. ‘‘The work output 
we got from mineral fuels was five hundred times greater in 1944 
than in 1850. ‘The contribution of coal, petroleum, and natural 
gas to our work-energy supply increased from less than 5 per 
cent of the total to more than 87 per cent.’’? This dramatic 
shift is described as ‘‘the very basis of technological progress.’’ 

It is estimated that ‘‘if both productivity (output per man- 
hour) and working hours remained at the 1850 level, we would 
need some two hundred million workers to produce as much as 
we did in 1944. With the shorter work week of 1944 we would 
need over 300,000,000 workers—over twice the whole population! ’’ 

““Tn 1850, the average American worked seventy hours a 
week. Today he works forty-three. In 1850, our average Amer- 
ican produced about 27 cents’ worth of goods an hour. Today 
he produces about $1.40 worth in dollars of the same purchasing 
power. 2 

Productivity is estimated to have increased in the United 
States 18 per cent each decade since 1850. ‘‘We could easily top 
this,’’ the pamphlet states, ‘‘as indeed we did in 1920 to 1940.’? 

The pamphlet warns us, however, that continued increases in 
productivity are by no means certain. Whether we make rapid 
or slow progres will depend on ‘‘the combined wisdom and action 
of individual Americans—inventors, managers, businessmen, in- 
vestors, workers, and consumers. Our joint decision . .. will 
determine whether we can continue to multiply the fruits of the © 
Power Age.’’ wa 
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Overcoming International Tensions 
(Continued from page 98) ; 
anyone of the great powers to form the rest of the world _ 


by force in its own image. a ig : 

Such a program could deyelop a new international relations _ 
concept out of which eventually a new world could arise, a — 
world neither on the pattern of the “American Century” nor — 
on that of the present Soviet system, but one including the 
most progressive elements of both and of many others e 
tributed to the stru of the world of tomorrow by 
genius of all the peoples on this earth, © 


~ 


